
     A teachable moment is an
unplanned, or intentionally placed,
learning opportunity. These can
happen anywhere and at anytime.
They provide parents, guardians,
and teachers the chance to help
children learn new concepts and
deepen their understanding of
previously acquired knowledge. This
can also be very useful when
considering the design process as
students can be more informed as
they develop future iterations.  
     Parents, guardians and teachers
have learned to watch for these
moments.  They listen and pay close
attention ready to pounce with
questions or thoughtful discussion at
any time. We can create these
moments especially when kids are
working on a project or doing their
homework by asking open ended
questions. More importantly we
need to be ready to explain and
discuss the 'why' behind the child's
answer and encourage them to
research and dig deeper. This 'why'
is the key to creating the teachable
moment to better decode the world
they live in.
     Sometimes these questions and
discussions can lead to questions
that adults can't answer and this is
the golden opportunity to model how
to learn instead of what to learn!
When you don't have the answer it
gives kids the chance to learn
alongside you: "That's a great
question! Let's look it up together!" 
This builds confidence because it's
ok that we don't always have all the
answers.  More importantly, it gives
kids the sense of pride to learn that
we are all life-long-learners. 

BUILD A HOME COMPOSTER

#MakerFun C H A L L E N G E
DAILY 

Join us every week day at 10am AST for a new Make-At-Home activity & 1pm AST for an Outdoor activity for a Digital Learning skill while schools are closed.

HOW TO
CREATE
TEACHABLE
MOMENTS FOR
KIDS 

TEACHABLE MOMENT QUESTIONS  

Measure the steps you
are engaged in each

day while planting and
composting.

 
What can we do to

expand composting
throughout the Atlantic

Provinces and the
world?

What can you do to make
the decomposition more

effective? 
 

Research the best types
of materials for

composting.

 
How does this process of

composting aid in the
natural rejuvenation of

soil for planting? 
 

How can this reduce
chemical fertilizer used

on our food chain?

 
 

Create a jingle
describing the types of

food waste you can
compost at home

 
What is the volume

required given a week
of vegetable waste?

 

What is the value of
composting to the food

chain?
 
 

How much is the
diversion of food waste
from the landfill worth?

 
Keep a journal of your

composting journey. Be
sure to include any

planting you do that uses
the compost. 

 
Draw a diagram of your
composter and label the
parts for your own DIY

posting. 
 

Write a blogpost, tweet,
or script for a podcast
about your composting
journey. Share with us!

 

Measure your
compostable materials
and see if the space you

have set aside will
sustain your project
throughout a year?

 
Weigh your composting
material each day you
dump it and see how

much carbon you have
saved by not having that
weight transported each

week to the landfill. 
Experiment with

geometric shapes to see
which would hold the

most material for a given
space.Identify which

vegetable waste
decomposes the quickest

and which takes the
longest. 

In order to help with the 2030 SDG goal of zero hunger, this compost bin is a great way to help
develop resilient food growth practices, is there a shared community gardening space in your

area? Get in touch with them, see if you can create a community compost bin for them.


